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“Reactions and Responses – Part 1”      Text – Mark 1:21-22        OT Reading – 2 Kings 1

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Benjamin Franklin was an American scientist and statesman of the 1700’s.  
George Whitefield was a British Preacher from around the same time.  And Whitefield travelled to America in 1740 and began preaching to large crowds of people as part of what was to become known as The Great Awakening.  
Well, Benjamin Franklin had heard about Whitefield preaching to 1000s of people at one time just out in the open air.  But he found that very difficult to believe.  
So, when Whitefield arrived in Pennsylvania, Franklin’s home town, Franklin went to listen to him.  And Whitefield preached from the steps of the Pennsylvania court house.  So, being a curious scientist, what Franklin did was to wait until Whitefield was speaking and then start walking away, carefully measuring his steps, until he could no longer hear Whitefield’s voice.  And he then calculated the area of a semi-circle around Whitefield and he allowed 2ft per person in that circle and he computed that Whitefield could be heard by over 30,000 people in the open air!  
So, the power of Whitefield’s voice made quite an impression on Benjamin Franklin.
But that’s not all that impressed Franklin.  You see, he went to many of Whitefield’s public preachings.  And we have this note from Franklin’s own memoirs.  “I happened soon after to attend one of his Sermons, in the course of which I perceived he intended to finish with a Collection, and I silently resolved he should get nothing from me.  I had in my Pocket a Handful of Copper Money, three or four silver Dollars, and five Pistoles [Spanish coins] in Gold.  As he proceeded I began to soften, and concluded to give the Coppers.  Another Stroke of his Oratory made me asham’d of that, and determin’d me to give the Silver; and he finish’d so admirably, that I emptied my Pocket wholly into the Collector’s Dish, Gold and all.”  
So, the skill of Whitefield’s oratory, or his powers of persuasion also made quite an impression on Benjamin Franklin.  
But that’s still not all that impressed Franklin!  And those of you present at last weekend’s church camp may remember this quote from Rev. Moelker.  For Franklin, according to most, was not an evangelical believer.  So, when asked why he went to listen to Whitefield despite not believing, Franklin replied, “Because he does.”  
So, the convictions of Whitefield also made quite an impression on Benjamin Franklin.  
And yet, despite all these aspect of Whitefield’s preaching impressing Franklin, the message itself did not.  While he was impressed with HOW Whitefield preached, he did not believe in the Christ that Whitefield preached.  
And congregation, we see something like that in the passage before us today.  For Mark introduces us to the public ministry of Jesus.  And a lot of attention is given to how those who heard Jesus or saw what He did, reacted or responded to Him.  And we will note several reactions and responses as we work through these verses.
And perhaps you noticed that what takes place in these verses happens in the space of a day.  It begins on the morning of the Sabbath as Jesus teaches in the synagogue and it ends late in the evening of the Sabbath as many come to be healed.  

So we have here a day in the life of Jesus that is divided into four main events; we see that a Sermon Startles, a Demon is Dismissed, a Fever is Farewelled, and Spirits are Silenced.
And today we focus just on the first of these as we see that a sermon startles.
1. Verse 21 begins with the word “they.”  And the “they” is Jesus and the four disciples that He has just called to be ‘fishers of men’ in the section above.  
2. And they are in Capernaum, which was on the North side of the Sea of Galilee, and which was the home town of Simon and Andrew, as we see from vv29-30.  So Capernaum became a sort of central base for the times when Jesus was busy up North in the region of Galilee.  
3. And a Sabbath Day comes.  And the Sabbath began at sunset on Friday and went through to sunset on Saturday.  So Saturday evening was not considered a part of the Sabbath Day, which is useful to know for later on this passage.
4. And Jesus (and presumably the disciples also) go to the synagogue on the morning of the Sabbath Day.  
a. And in those times, a typical service would involve prayers, the reading of different parts of the OT, a ‘sermon’ or ‘sermons,’ and benedictions.  And Jesus would have been given permission by the leader of the synagogue to teach, because it was not unusual for those who were not ‘official’ or ‘ordained’ Rabbis to teach, so long as they could read and write and were knowledgeable about the Law of God.
b. Now notice that Mark does not reveal the content of Jesus’ sermon.  He doesn’t tell us what the OT passage was or how many points there were in Jesus’ sermon.  He simply says that “Jesus began to teach.”  Mark’s focus, instead, is on the reaction of the people to the teaching of Jesus.  
i. And so, we read that “the people were amazed at His teaching.”  
A. And the Greek word translated as “amazed” could also be translated as astonished, alarmed, shocked, bewildered, dumbfounded, or even, literally, ‘struck out of themselves.’  One commentator uses the word ‘Thunderstruck!’  
1) This was a jaw-dropping moment.  What they were hearing was unexpected and shocking!  You can almost imagine the stunned silence as the people hear Jesus preach and likely begin to look at one another in shock at what they are hearing.  
B. So, why was the teaching of Jesus so amazing?  Well, we are told the reason for their amazement – it was “because He taught with such authority, not as the teachers of the Law.”  
1) The teachers of the law, you see, would have begun with something like:

a) Congregation, today we want to talk about how many seeds we may sow on the Sabbath before it becomes work and a breaking of the fourth commandment.  
b) And they might then read the fourth commandment and then refer to some other passages in the Law that speak about specific examples of Sabbath breaking.  
c) But then they would begin to quote the writings of Rabbi Shmuel and Rabbi Eleazar and rabbi Hillel on the matter, and argue why they favoured Rabbi Shmuel’s opinion, for example.  
d) And then they would appeal to Jewish commentary that interpreted Scripture, and previous decisions on similar issues, etc.  
e) And the end of the sermon would be – So, in this way we learn, congregation, that according to Rabbi Shmuel, to sew 2 seeds on the Sabbath is OK but to sew 3 is work, and therefore Sabbath breaking.  Amen.  
i) And it was like this, week after week after week.  
ii) It was a preaching based heavily on the opinions of others and tradition and its only authority lay in the learning of the speaker.  The more Rabbis you could quote, the more convincing your argument came across.    
C. Now, to further prepare ourselves for the contrast between the preaching of the teachers of the law and Jesus, let’s just think for a moment about the prophets of the OT. 
1) And earlier we read from 2 Kings 1 and the encounter between Elijah and Ahaziah.  Do you remember that, boys and girls?  How Elijah spoke there is typical of how the prophets of the OT speak.  
2) And here is where I want you boys and girls to remember the words that I emphasized in that reading.  
a) Did Elijah say to Ahaziah, Well, here is what Rabbi Shmuel and Rabbi Eleazar say that you should do in this situation?  Is that how he spoke?  
b) Did he say, Look, I’ve got a book by an expert who recommends these herbs as the best medicine for your illness?  Is that what he said?

c) Well, what did he say, then?  Who remembers the phrase Elijah used several times - THIS IS WHAT THE LORD SAYS!  They would deliver their message and then say, “Thus says the Lord!”  They would make direct appeal to the Word of God, which they had been instructed to give to the king or to the people.  
3) Well, at the time of Jesus, there had been no prophet for 400 years.  But any Jew who knew something of the OT prophets would have known that what they heard in the synagogue each week was not like how the prophets spoke.
D. So, now, Jesus speaks.  
1) And we have already been told, in v15, what the theme of Jesus’ preaching and teaching ministry will be – “The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news.” 
a) When Jesus speaks publicly, He will demand that all those who hear Him repent of their sins and believe.

b) And this, already, will be vastly different to what the Jews are used to hearing.  Jesus will not come to them with technical debates about the Law.  Jesus will call on them to repent and believe.

c) But what will be most shocking is that He will call on them to believe in?  In Him.  
2) And to get an idea of how He would have done this in the Capernaum synagogue that day, we need only think of a passage like the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7.  
a) And some of you will remember how Jesus taught in that sermon; it is repeated again and again, “You have heard it was said…” and then He would quote Scripture or from the oral or written traditions of the Jews.  And what did He always say next?  “But I tell you…”  
b) Let’s consider just this one example from Matthew 5: “You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.'  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away.  It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away.  It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.”
c) Now, this is going to sound ironic, given what I have just been saying about the teachers of the law quoting from commentators, but let me quote to you the words of a commentator!  The reaction of the people in the synagogue can be summed up like this, “Can a person really speak this way, in a tone as if He were God Himself?”  
i) And that is exactly the point, isn’t it!  Jesus is God.  The word He speaks is His Word.  He has no need to appeal to Rabbis.  He has no need, even, to say THIS IS WHAT THE LORD SAYS.  Jesus speaks His own Word!  
A) And so, the latter half of that short sermon from Matthew is a call to repentance.  Jesus is exposing the truth that we all have a problem with a sinful heart that lusts, which can only be dealt with by severe and urgent repentance.  
B) But He began that short sermon by saying, “But I tell you…”  
i. And the words He then spoke are not from the OT.  He is not quoting Moses, Isaiah, or David.  But of course, even when He does quote Moses, Isaiah, or David, from whom did they get their words?  From Him, Jesus, by the Holy Spirit.  
d) So, if you heard the Sermon on the Mount, you would only repent if you believed that Jesus spoke the truth and that He has the authority to demand that you repent.  
i) In other words, the right response to that sermon is repent and believe in Jesus.  
e) And the right response to Jesus’ sermon in the Capernaum synagogue would have been?  Repentance and belief in Jesus.   
f) But what we see, instead, is amazement. “Can a person really speak this way, in a tone as if He were God Himself?”  
5. Now, before we move on to ask some ‘what does this mean for us today questions,’ one more thing needs to be said about the teaching of Jesus.  You see, Jesus was fully man and fully God.  
a. And as God, that means He knew the heart of everyone of His hearers.  He knew where there was belief and where there was unbelief.  And He also came to earth with one very specific purpose, which was to die on the cross of Calvary for the sins of His people.  So, everything that Jesus does and says, always, has that purpose in view.  
i. And what we shall see as we journey through Mark is that while the people of Capernaum are here amazed at the teaching of Jesus, they and many others will soon become very upset with Jesus as they become firm in their unbelief.  
ii. And in the end, Jesus will have a very strong word of judgment to say about the people of Capernaum.  
iii. But all of this advances the circumstances in Galilee and in Jerusalem that are necessary for Jesus to be arrested and crucified, on the day of His choosing, and not a day earlier or later.  
iv. Do you understand what I am saying?  
A. What Jesus says here in the synagogue, He says knowing the hearts of His hearers.  So His words will be a blessing to the disciples but they are also designed to create the environment of hatred among the people that will lead to His death on the cross in a few years time.   
B. And it is important that we keep that in mind as we ask ourselves what each passage we read means for us.  
1) It will not always be that we must do exactly as Jesus did.  For we do not know the hearts of men, as Jesus did.  
2) And perhaps the Parable of the Sower best illustrates this.  
a) And I am sure that you boys and girls know that parable.  He scattered seed and some fell on the path and some on good soil and some on bad soil, etc.  And some of the seed died, some lived for a short time, and some flourished.  
b) Well, Mr Buter is a seed farmer.  And if you were to watch him prepare a beautiful patch of top-soil and then start chucking the seed around all over the place, you would think he is being wasteful and silly.  You would wonder why he doesn’t just plant the seed in the good soil that he has carefully dug over and fertilized, etc.  
c) Well, when it comes to sowing the seed of the gospel, Jesus knew the soils; Jesus knew the heart of every man and woman; Jesus knew how the seed would work with this one and not with that one.  But we do not!  We are called to scatter the seed, far and wide, leaving the rest to the Spirit of the Lord!  
Well, having made this point, there are still a great many applications that could be considered in just these two verses, both for me as a preacher and for each of us as listeners.  But let’s just consider one.  You will likely know from your own experience the power of the word of God, and by that I mean the text of Scripture, when it comes to evangelism or Bible study or preaching or admonition or encouragement.  Opinions we discard or ignore, easily.  But “thus says the Lord” hits the bulls-eye every time.  
The words of the text of Scripture have within themselves the authority of Jesus whose words they are!  But that means we must know the Scriptures, right?  
You parents, for example.  Is it right for your children to yell and argue with one another?  Of course not.  But if you just yell at them to stop yelling at one another, you will soon have a household of yellers.  
· But, sit down with them and turn to Proverbs 17:1, which speaks about the joy of peace and quiet compared to a house of strife, or Proverbs 15:18 which says, “A hot-tempered man stirs up dissension, but a patient man calms a quarrel,” or Proverbs 17:19, which says, “He who loves a quarrel loves sin”; and show them from Ephesians 6:1 that the God commands children to obey their parents, and show them from Luke 2 that Jesus even obeyed His parents, who were sinful and didn’t always get things right, and watch the Word of Jesus do its work!  
And let’s take counselling as another example.  And in case you are wondering, let me just say before hand that there is such a thing as mental illness and there is a place for medicine and trained professionals; we are body and soul.  
· But listen to these words from Romans 15:14, where Paul says, “I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another.”   And competent means able – equipped.  And the word “instruct” can also be translated as ‘counsel.’  “Complete in knowledge and competent to counsel one another.”  
· What did Paul mean by that?  What is the basis of this competency, with which each believer can counsel others?  Well, he says “complete in knowledge.”  And if we wonder what that means, precisely, we are helped by Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom.”  
· With the Bible, the Spirit-filled believer is competent to counsel.  In the Bible you will find words that speak to any and every situation, and if not directly or explicitly, by principle or by implication.  
· And these words are not your opinion or the latest 10 step program to inner joy.  They are the Words of Jesus.
· But note the last words of that verse from Colossians, “with all wisdom.”  Going to visit someone in intensive care at hospital who is connected to monitors and being revived with a defibrillator and saying, “Consider it all joy, brother, when you encounter many trials!!!” is grossly lacking in wisdom.  But later on, after they have recovered, somewhat, perhaps that verse would be appropriate as you are encouraging him or her to be a witness for Christ even though there is pain and uncertainty about the future.
But all of this assumes that we know our Scriptures, doesn’t it.  To be able to use God’s Word effectively, as parents and with one another and with those we are sharing the gospel with, we must know where to find this or that verse in the Bible.

· So we all worked through Two Ways to Live Together, which has just a few, helpful Bible verses for explaining the Gospel to an unbeliever, which we sought to memorize.

· And good parenting books will list appropriate Bible verses to share with children in this or that situation.

· I also have this book from John Kruis, called Quick Scripture Reference for Counseling.  If you have to approach someone about adultery, affliction, alcohol, anger, contentment, hate, laziness, priorities, trials, or worry or about 80 topics overall, Mr Kruis has helped us by gathering appropriate Bible verses on each of those topics.   
· But regardless of the situation that we are facing, the Psalmist said, “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”  
· And what else can hiding God’s word in your heart mean but to memorize it!  
· Now, the OT believers had to memorize Scripture because they did not have Bibles as we do.  But we do have Bibles that we can open easily.  But we don’t always have them with us, and it is not always easy to find a passage when we need one.  And so it can be very useful to spend some time memorizing verses or chapters of the Bible.  
· The Psalmist did this so that he might not sin, himself.  So that is good reason for us to do likewise.  But we are also called to spur one another on to love and good deeds, in Hebrews 10:24.  And nothing will spur on the believer more than the Word of Jesus.  
Well, the words of Scripture are given that we might repent and believe in Jesus.  They reveal to us the Lord Jesus Christ who came to seek and to save the lost.  It is not enough to be amazed at Jesus.  There must be for each one of us a decisive repentance and belief in Him.  Have you done this?  Do you trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins?  But there must also be a daily life of repentance and belief in Him.  Is it so with you?  Are you growing in your love for the Lord and His Word?  Amen.

